CHAPTER TEX

COLLECTIVISM

ALMOST from its genesis Australian democracy has pursued
more accentuated and varied paths of collectivism than
other Dominions. This enhanced role of the state is
regarded by some as Australian socialism or social democracy,
but the forces behind it are complex and varied, and the
term socialism connotes too much of a single or definite
ethic. It suggests an integrated and consistent whole
which does not exist. The activity of government is here
influenced as profoundly by a pragmatic as by an ideological
impulse. Wentvvorth in the nineteenth century described
Australian governments as "indulgent nursing fathers/1
To the present day their diverse forms of paternalism are
grounded in the expediencies of capitalism as much as in
the ethics of socialism. In particular the collectivist tradi-
tion is derived from the origin of the state in convict
settlements, the potent influence of a dry climate throughout
vast stretches of the continent, and the peculiar manifes-
tations of the labour movement, especially that vision of
an economy controlled in the interests of the common man.
As a major phase of Australian democracy this collectivism
demands consideration.

Protection, designed by Australians to determine the
economic, social and political character of the nation, is
one significant element in their collectivism. It embraces
the traditional duties, bounties, quotas, marketing controls,
and varied forms of financial aid, which are advocated and
supported not merely by organized manufacturers but by
organized labour, long zealous to make protection further
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